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Introduction 
The definition of special offenders varies from one state to another, and they include the following category of people: criminal offenders with mental health problem, substance abuse offenders sex offenders, HIV infected inmates, varying gender differences and juvenile offenders. The correctional system of the federal and states have been significantly impacted by these special offenders in different ways since they require special handling as per correctional supervision. There are efforts which are made to ensure that programs are implemented to address the needs of special offenders within the penitentiary system. Therefore, the aim of the paper is to discuss various needs of special offenders within the correctional systems. 

Main Discussion

Question one
Special need prisoners have significantly affected the jail and prison system at state and federal level in various aspects.  The budget allocations for these special prisoners have been increasing since the cost of care in becoming expensive (Kratcoski, 2017). For example, to meet there need, special facilities have to be put in place, and they cost millions of dollars to build. Special need prisoners comprise of the following: criminal offenders with mental health problem, substance abuse offenders sex offenders, HIV infected inmates, varying gender differences, and juvenile offenders. Every individual requires special attention which is different from one other. These need range from the housing facilities, medication, food, and any required support. Hence, it implies that huge amount of money must be allocated for the correctional system to meet the increasing demand of these special offenders (Kratcoski, 2017). 

Question two
According to Bureau of Justice report of 2014, mentally ill prisoners can be considered as people who have been established to have mental health issues or have an emotional condition. Additionally, it is estimated that about 50% of United States prisoners are suffering from different forms of mental illness. Most of these prisoners suffer from anti-social personality disorder, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder (Kratcoski, 2017). The major problem which is brought as a result of these offenders is managing them and impact on other offenders. There is no specific form of punishment that can be used to deter such prisoner from committing a crime in the society. Nevertheless, mentally ill prisoners can be subjected to an extended period of prisoning as a punishment, but there is a better way to deter them from criminal activities (Kratcoski, 2017). 

Question Three
The incidence of substance abuse has affected jail and prison system at state and federal level, and it is standing at 75%.  According to the statistics from the bureau survey, it indicated prisoners from states and federal had been involved in drug abuse before they committed the offense (Kratcoski, 2017). On the other hand, three-quarters stated that they have been using the drug in their entire life. Therefore, the number of offenders has significantly increased in prisons which are found at the state and federal level. This was attributed to the fact most people who get involved in substance abuse are likely to get involved in criminal activities. A lot of money is used to treat such offenders, and some are used cater for rehabilitation services (Kratcoski, 2017). 

Question Four
There are several challenges which can be experienced when the special prisoners are not cared for properly. First, the magnitude of the problem is likely to increases, and this can cause the inmates to act in a disorderly, unruly manner which can be dangerous to themselves and others. Such behavior can cause officers to taken action such as solitary confinement which can generate more problems (Ahalt et al., 2017). The impact of solitary confinement can result in unwanted issues which can make other inmates hostile towards others. Therefore, such offenders must be subjected to various programs such as rehabilitation treatment program, counseling services among other interventions which would help them to cope with others even after they are released.  Lack of proper care implies that rate of criminal activity will increase and reaches a level where it cannot be contained (Ahalt et al., 2017). 

Question Five
There are numerous programs which have been formulated and implemented to assist special offenders in different ways. For instance, within the state of New Jersey correctional facility, there is a department which is mandated with programs and community services that are meant to support and take care of special needs inmates (Ahalt et al., 2017). Programs for sex offenders include organic treatment, group therapies, and family therapies among others, programs for mentally ill include: vocational rehabilitation, outpatient and community support, housing programs, and hospital programs. Programs for substance abuse offenders are drug treatment alternative to prison, treatment alternatives to street crime, and Delancey street foundation among others (Ahalt et al., 2017). 

Question Six
The programs for special prisoners have specific characteristics which they must meet to ensure that the objective is attained. For examples, all inmates who have mental problems are taken through the programs, and they are required to change at the end of the program. These programs must to simple, accurate and be able to address the problem with minimum cost. Additionally, the inmates must get motivation after the program has been completed (Wildeman, Turney, & Yi, 2016). On the other hand, substance abuse program must concentrate on prisoners who are having drug abuse problems. The offenders must show their commitment to various programs which give them the opportunity to rehabilitate. Work program should empower the offenders with skills and knowledge which allows them to get employment (Wildeman, Turney, & Yi, 2016). 

Question Seven
The programs have ensured that the populations of offenders are reduced within the correction system. Some of the programs have empowered some offenders, and they have joined the community, and they are contributing positively to the economic development of the nation. Some officers claim that when the programs are conducted in the right way the congestion which is being experienced currently is likely to reduce. Follow-up services indicated that most of the offenders have become self-reliant and they are also offering advice to other people in the community (Wildeman, Turney, & Yi, 2016). 

Conclusion

The correctional system of the federal and states have been significantly impacted by these special offenders in different ways since they require special handling as per correctional supervision. Additionally, it is estimated that about 50% of United States prisoners are suffering from various forms of mental illness. Similarly, According to the statistics from the bureau survey, it indicated prisoners from states and federal had been involved in drug abuse before they committed the offense. Moreover, there are several challenges which can be experienced when the special prisoners are not cared for properly. First, the magnitude of the problem is likely to increases, and this can cause the inmates to act in a disorderly, unruly manner which can be dangerous to themselves and others.
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